THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING '

impotent author of a bawdy novel intended to take down
his old hurdy-guEdy and drone forth once more the sad
music of Oovent Garden. Kenriok tried hard to make out
that the new periodical was being established as an organ
of the Pelham Ministry. In "Old England" for January
11,1752,* he has an essay on "Fame, Lucre, and Poverty"
as "the grand Springs of human Actions," and illustrates
his text, after turning "fame" into "infamy," by the many
transformations of "Harry Foolding, Esq," a discredited
novelist and trading-justice, not long ago masquerading as
John Trottplaid, and now as a superannuated virago called
"Goody Drawcansir." In the career of this man ever
ready to alter his face, one may see, Kenrick asserts, lucre,
poverty, and infamy in all their colours. To show just
how "The Covent-Q-arden Journal" came into existence he
adds the "Fragment of a Farce, not intended for the Press,
tho' now acting'' on a stage concealed from the people. In
the first scene enters alone Harry Peg'em, otherwise Henry
Pelham, in great distress over the failure of his foreign
policy. Treading upon his heels, comes Littlebones, that
is, Lyttelton, who suggests that they again employ the
impudent fellow who wrote their "Jacobite's Journal" to
distract the attention of the public from the critical state
of affairs at home and abroad. Thereupon Harry Foolding
appears and learns what his masters want of him. A quid
of tobacco somewhat embarrasses his speech, but, after
removing it, he succeeds in telling them that as their ser-
vant he will obey their commands.

This and all other efforts to lure Fielding into politics
were in vain. Nothing was left for "Old England" except
general abuse of an idle justice of the peace, who turned his
office over to a brother and wasted his time in writing dull
paragraphs on the news of the day, which nobody could
read. Not one coffee-house in four, it was asserted, would

* See also "Old England'7 for Dec. 21, 1751, and Jan. 18, 1752.
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